
ACCESS PRESS: MINNESOTA’S 
VOICE FOR DISABILITY NEWS
Did you know that 1 in 4 adults in Minnesota 
has a disability? That’s over 1 million people!
Access Press is Minnesota’s premier disability news source, 
fostering inclusion and giving this growing community a 
voice. With our lived and professional experience, we are 
dedicated to advancing knowledge and understanding by 
delivering critical information, stories, and conversations to 
those in most need. Our dedicated staff and contributors 
strives to educate people with disabilities, their families, 
friends, and service providers.
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by Jane McClure
The long fight to phase out subminimum 

wages for disabled workers is the focus of a 
public comment period and potential federal 
rule change. The proposal announced in 
December by the U.S. Department of Labor 
would sunset Fair Labor Standards Act 14 (c) 
certificates, which have been in place since 
1938. 

The comment period ends at 11:59 Eastern 
Standard Time January 17.  Go to https://
www.dol.gov/regulations

The change was proposed by the Biden 
administration. It’s not clear how the 
incoming Trump administration would 

address the proposal. 
If the change is finalized, the Labor 

Department would no longer issue 
certificates. Current certificate holders 
would have three years to stop paying 
workers subminimum wages.

“In the decades since Section 14 (c) was 
included in the Fair Labor Standards Act, 
there have been significant legal and policy 
developments that have dramatically 
expanded employment opportunities and 
rights for individuals with disabilities,” 
said Julie Su, acting Labor Secretary. “With 
this proposal, the department expects that 

January 2024
2024 began with eyes on the capitol. A caveat 

was that the legislative session would be much 
more focused on policy than on spending, 
due to a looming structural budget deficit and 
higher-than-anticipated spending.

The upcoming session was also a bonding 
time, with asks from state academies and 
hospitals. Requests also came in to improve 
accessibility in an array of state facilities.

Cracking down on downtown property 
owners who don’t maintain skyways is a 
key focus of city ordinance changes made in 
St. Paul. But a valued connection between 
Green Line light rail and the skyway system 
remained closed, much to the consternation 
of disability rights advocates. The connection 
was closed in December 2022 after a double 
homicide there. (The connection remained 
closed as 2024 ended.)

Can Do Canines showed off its new 
Whelping and Growth Center and litters 
of puppies The nonprofit raises and trains 
assistance dogs for people with disabilities.

Montgomery resident Taylor Hindermann 
advocated for more special needs inclusion 
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YEAR IN REVIEW

2024 was a year of challenges, changes for community

by J. Patrick Coolican
Minnesota Reformer

The FBI served search warrants 
December 12 at two autism treatment 
providers, as part of a wide-ranging 
Medicaid fraud investigation first 
reported by the Minnesota Reformer 
news website in June.

The search warrants were served at 
Smart Therapy Center in Minneapolis 
and Star Autism in St. Cloud.

FBI Special Agent Kurt Beulke wrote 
in an unsealed warrant application that 
the state autism program has exploded 
in both the number of providers and cost 
in recent years: “The investigation has 
found substantial evidence that many of 
these companies have been submitting 
fraudulent claims for (autism) services 
that were not actually provided or that 
were not covered.”

According to the warrant application, 
employees of Smart Therapy were “18 or 
19-year old relatives of the owners who 
had no formal education beyond high 
school and no training or certification 
related to the treatment of autism.” 
Many of the children did not appear to 
be autistic, according to a witness. The 
same witness said they believed parents 
were being paid to bring their children as 
part of the scheme.

Both Smart Therapy and Star Autism 
billed the state even when the provider — 
who was ostensibly giving treatment to a 
child on the autism spectrum — was out 
of the country, according to the warrant.

Star Autism “billed Medicaid for 
(autism) services purportedly provided 
by medical providers who did not work 
for Star Autism or who received little or 
no wages from the company.”

During one three-year period, 
according to the warrant, Smart 
Therapy billed Medicaid more than 
$850,000 for autism services for a 
single client, and was paid $438,000 by 
Medicaid based on the claims.

The Reformer reported in September 
that a former supervisor at Smart 
Therapy made repeated attempts to 
report what she said were negligence and 
fraud to state officials. Smart Therapy 
formed in 2019 and quickly became one 
of the highest-paid autism treatment 
providers in Minnesota, paid the ninth 
most out of 142 providers in 2021, when 
it was reimbursed $2.1 million. It was 
paid the third most out of 206 providers 
in 2022, at $2.8 million, and the seventh 
most out of 280 providers last year, when 
it was paid $2.6 million.

Growth of spending on the Minnesota 
autism program has exploded in recent 
years. The number of providers — who 
are supposed to diagnose and treat people 
with autism spectrum disorder — has 
increased 700 percent in the past five 
years, climbing from 41 providers in 
2018 to 328 last year.

The amount paid to providers during 
that time has increased 3,000 percent, 

Autism centers
probed
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with her debut children’s book, Kip’s Funny Little 
Feet. The story follows Kip, a young boy with 
mobility issues, learning to walk with the help 
of supportive braces. With a mission to inspire 

acceptance and understanding, Hindermann’s 
book introduces children to supportive braces, 
discusses what they are used for, and explains 
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Children listened at a legislative rally day.

ACCESS PRESS DIRECTORY 
FOR OUR DISABILITY COMMUNITY

ACCESSPRESS.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/ACCESSPRESS
X.COM/ACCESSPRESS

Promote your services with us! 
We offer advertising opportunities in both print and online 
formats, reaching a diverse, engaged audience. Access 
Press connects you with Minnesota’s disability community, 
whether you need housing, healthcare, advocacy, technology, 
employment, or services. Advertising with us gives your 
brand direct access to decision-makers and advocates who 
shape disability policies, services, and resources.

PO BOX 40006, INDUSTRIAL STATION, ST. PAUL, MN 55401-8006
651-644-2133   |   ACCESSPRESS.ORG

PRINT AND ONLINE ADS

Printed and published monthly. See 
page 2 for ad sizing and pricing. 

CLASSIFIEDS

Printed monthly, our classifieds are 
available for housing openings and 
employment ads.  

$21/first 12 words; $1 each 
additional word. $10/logos

TERMS

Invoices due upon receipt. Political 
campaign and certain ads must be 
prepaid. 

ISSUE SPOTLIGHT

Tell the Minnesota disability 
community about your organization 
Your package includes one 750-
word advertorial with a photo. 

$2,060/month

ACCESS PRESS DIRECTORY

This listing appears in the print 
edition. It includes name, phone/
TTY number, website and email. 
The online listing includes a 35-
word description.

$72/first listing; $41/each 
additional listing 

CONTACT US

651-644-2133 ext. 2  |  ads@accesspress.org

PUBLICATION DATE	 SPACE RESERVATION	 AD CREATIVE DUE DATE

JANUARY 2026		 Monday, December 15, 2025	 Friday, December 19, 2025

FEBRUARY 2026		 Thursday, January 15, 2026	 Tuesday, January 20, 2026

MARCH 2026		 Tuesday, February 17, 2026	 Monday, February 23, 2026 

APRIL 2026		 Monday, March 16, 2026	 Friday, March 20,  2026

MAY 2026		 Wednesday, April 15, 2026	 Monday, April 20, 2026

JUNE 2026	 Friday, May 15, 2026	 Wednesday, May 20, 2026

JULY 2026		 Monday, June 15, 2026	 Friday, June 19, 2026

AUGUST 2026	 	Wednesday, July 15, 2026	 Monday, July 20, 2026

SEPTEMBER 2026	 	Monday,  August 17, 2026	 Monday, August 21, 2026

OCTOBER 2026		 Tuesday, September 15, 2026	 Monday, September 21, 2026

NOVEMBER 2026	 	Thursday, October 16, 2026	 Tuesday, October 20, 2026

DECEMBER 2026		 Monday, November 16, 2026	 Friday, November 20, 2026

JANUARY 2027	 	Tuesday, December 15, 2026	 Friday, December 18, 2026

  AD DEADLINES

  WHAT WE OFFER

mailto:ads%40accesspress.org?subject=Access%20Press%20Advertising%20Inquiry


HOMEPAGE	 	 $644 	 $438	 $232	 $644		
E-NEWSLETTER			   $180		  $438
ISSUE SPOTLIGHT*				    $515		

  PRINT AD SIZES

     12x	 $1,498	 $956	 $528	 $276	 $187	 $139
       6x	 $1,839 	 $1,172	 $650	 $340	 $230	 $171
       3x	 $2,121	 $1,352	 $750	 $391	 $265	 $198
       1x	 $2,774	 $1,769	 $980	 $512	 $346	 $259	

	 +$533           	 +$267      	  +$134  	 +$67          	 +$45	 +$32

2026 ADVERTISING RATES

FULL PAGE
10.25” x 15.25”
width (w) x height (h)

1/2 PAGE
H: 10.25”(w) x 7.625”(h) 
V: 4.97”(w x 15.25”(h)

1/4 PAGE
H: 10.25”(w) x 3.75”(h)

V: 4.97”(w) x 7.5”(h)

1/8 PAGE
H: 10.25”(w) x 1.5”(h)

V: 4.97”(w) x 3”(h)

V: 2.4”(w) x 6”(h)

1/12 PAGE
H: 7.61”(w) x 1.375”(h)

V: 2.4”(w) x 4.125”(h)

1/16 PAGE
H: 4.97”(w) x 1.375”(h)

V: 2.4”(w) x 2.75”(h)

+ COLOR
(per insertion)

FREQUENCY 
DISCOUNT

  ONLINE AD SIZES

PORTRAIT
300 x 1050

SKYSCRAPER
300 x 600

MEDIUM 
RECTANGLE

300 x 250

Ad sizes listed as 
WIDTH x HEIGHT.  

Column width 
measurements: 
1 column:  2.4”      
2 columns: 4.97”       
3 columns: 7.61”      
4 columns: 10.25”

Prices based on 
black and white 
rates. 

*ISSUE SPOTLIGHT includes: billboard banner, link to article with 2 photos.
Note: Dimensions are width x height, in pixels.  Online ads are static (one ad in fixed position). Rates (per 
month). Ad placement (black boxes) does not guarantee placement on any page. 

PRINT
Format: Press-Quality PDF
Color: cmyk or grayscale
Resolution: 300 dpi

SEND US YOUR FILE
Email ads to
ads@accesspress.org

ONLINE
Format: jpeg, png, gif
Color: rgb
Resolution: 72 dpi

Submit Your Ad  SUBMIT YOUR FILES

  DISTRIBUTION

Lists includes more than 4,000 subscribers and 150 small, 
medium and large nonprofit and government organizations.

BILLBOARD
HOMEPAGE
1100 x 250

BILLBOARD
600 x 100-

200

REVISION: 082725

NOTE: AD SIZE/DIMENSIONS ARE LISTED AS WIDTH X HEIGHT.


