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This month we have 22 new books premiering! 
 

As always, if you have comments about current books you’d 

like us to broadcast or any other programming issues, please 

be in touch: 651.539.2316 or joseph.papke@state.mn.us 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Here are this month’s book offerings from 

the Minnesota Radio Talking Book Network: 
 

Weekend Books 
 

• Your Personal World (Saturdays at 1 p.m.) presents Open Socrates by Agnes Collard, 
read by Lannois Neely. 
 

• For the Younger Set (Sundays at 11 a.m.) presents Where the Dark Stands Still by A. 
B. Poranek, read by Carol McPherson. 

 

• Poetic Reflections (Sundays at noon) presents You Are Here edited by Ada Limón, read 
by Charles Gould; followed by Yellow Flower Gills Me Whole by Sid Ghosh, read by Paul 
Ranelli; followed by Startlement by Ada Limón, read by Michele Potts. 

 

• The Great North (Sundays at 4 p.m.) presents The Scenic Route by Arnold R. Alanen, 
read by Yelva Lynfield.

Abbreviations 

V – Violent content  R – Racial epithets 

L – Strong language G – Gory descriptions 

S – Sexual situations 
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Chautauqua 
Monday – Friday 6 a.m. 

__________________________________________________________  

 

Close to Home – Nonfiction by Thor 

Hanson, 2025. A perfect mix of science and 
story, opening the door to the nature that 
thrives in our yards, gardens, and parks. 
Read by Sarah Blossom. 11 broadcasts; 
began Tuesday, September 29. 
 

Picky – Nonfiction by Helen Zoe Veit, 

2026. An eye-opening investigation into 
why American kids no longer eat broadly 
and with gusto. Read by Yelva Lynfield. 10 
broadcasts; begins Monday, October 12. 
 

Little Bosses Everywhere – 
Nonfiction by Bridget Read, 2025. An 
exposé of multilevel marketing as American 
capitalism’s stealthiest PR campaign, a 
cunning grift that has shaped nearly 
everything about how we live, and whose 
ultimate target is democracy itself. Read by 
Laura Young. 13 broadcasts; begins 
Monday, October 26. 
____________________________________________________________

Past is Prologue 
Monday – Friday 11 a.m. 

___________________________________________________________  
 

Illiberal America – Nonfiction by 

Steven Hahn, 2024. A guide to modern 
authoritarianism masked as conservatism. 
Read by Judy Woodward. 18 broadcasts; 
began Monday, September 28. 
 

The History of Money – Nonfiction by 

David McWilliams, 2025. A fresh, eye-
opening global history of the relationship 
between humans and money―from clay 
tablets in Mesopotamia to cryptocurrency in 
Silicon Valley. Read by John Potts. 14 
broadcasts; begins Monday, October 22. 

 

____________________________________________________________  

Bookworm 
Monday – Friday 12 p.m. 

__________________________________________________________  

 

The Original – Fiction by Nell Stevens, 

2025. An aspiring art forger must unravel 
whether the man claiming to be her long-
lost cousin is an impostor. Read by Karen 
Ray. 12 broadcasts; began Tuesday, 
September 22. 
 

The Correspondent – Fiction by 

Virginia Evans, 2026. A lifetime’s worth of 
letters combine to portray a singular 
character in this novel about the 
transformative power of the written word 
and the beauty of slowing down to 
reconnect with the people we love. Read by 
Therese Murray. 12 broadcasts; begins 
Thursday, October 8. 
 

The Unspeakable Skipton – Fiction 

by Pamela Hansford Johnson, 2025. A 
biting literary satire about a destitute and 
arrogant English novelist living in Bruges 
who ruthlessly cons gullible British tourists 
to fund his meager lifestyle while 
obsessively working on his self-proclaimed 
masterpiece. Read by Stuart Holland. 9 
broadcasts; begins Tuesday, October 20. 
__________________________________________________________  

The Writer’s Voice 
Monday – Friday 1 p.m. 

__________________________________________________________  

 

Mailman – Nonfiction by Stephen 

Starring Grant, 2025. A marketing whiz 
becomes a rural mailman and learns 
important lessons in this memoir. Read by 

Nathan Hunter. 10 broadcasts; began 
Monday, September 28. 
 

Plato – Nonfiction by Carol Atack, 2024. 

A new reading of Plato’s philosophy that 
reveals it as deeply shaped by his 
experiences in Athens. Read by Greg 
Olson. 7 broadcasts; begins Monday, 
October 12. 



All listings are US Central Time 
 

Death of an Ordinary Man – 
Nonfiction by Sarah Perry, 2025. An 
unforgettable account of a universal aspect 
of life: dying—a memoir of family, care, and 
love. Read by Philip Lowry. 7 broadcasts; 
begins Wednesday, October 21. 
____________________________________________________________      

Choice Reading 
Monday – Friday 2 p.m. 

____________________________________________________________      

 

The Probable Son – Fiction by Cindy 

Jiban, 2025. A mother secretly believes 
she’s raising the wrong son, mistakenly 
switched at birth. Read by Yelva Lynfield. 
12 broadcasts; began Monday, September 
28. – L 
 

Bring the House Down – Fiction by 

Charlotte Runcie, 2025. A theater critic at 
the Edinburgh Festival Fringe writes a 
vicious one-star review of a struggling 
actress he has a one-night stand with in this 
sharply funny, feminist tinderbox. Read by 
Therese Murray. 10 broadcasts; begins 
Wednesday, October 14. – L 
 

Kills Well With Others – Fiction by 

Deanna Raybourn, 2025. A fast-paced 
mystery-thriller that follows four senior 
female assassins who must cut their 
retirement short to track down an internal 
mole and outsmart a vengeful Eastern 
European gangster. Read by Jodi Lindskog. 
11 broadcasts; begins Wednesday, October 
28. – L 
___________________________________________________________  

Afternoon Report 
Monday – Friday 4 p.m. 

____________________________________________________________      

 

It’s On You – Nonfiction by Nick Chater 

& George Loewenstein, 2026. An 
argument for rejecting “nudge” policies and 
not blaming personal failure for society’s 
failures. Read by Joanne Turner. 11 
broadcasts; began Tuesday, September 
29. 

 

The Cradle of Citizenship – 

Nonfiction by James Traub, 2026. A 
reasoned, balanced argument for a return 
to “classical education” as a foundation for 
remaking American civic virtue. Read by 
Stevie Ray. 13 broadcasts; begins 
Wednesday, October 14. 
____________________________________________________________      

Night Journey 
Monday – Friday 7 p.m. 

____________________________________________________________      

 

Grim Begins – Fiction by Wiktor 

Mięsok, 2025. A young idealist flees his 
homeland, only to be dragged into the brutal 
realities of the Soviet criminal underworld. 
Read by Paul Ranelli. 7 broadcasts; begins 
Thursday, October 1. – L 
 

Broken Fields – Fiction by Marcie R. 

Rendon, 2025. A young Ojibwe woman and 
occasional sleuth is on the case after a man 
is found dead on a rural Minnesota farm. 
Read by Susan Lambrecht. 8 broadcasts; 
begins Monday, October 12. – L 
 

Shadow Falls – Fiction by Christopher 

Valen, 2025. St. Paul homicide detectives 
John Santana and Gabriel Cruz investigate 
the ritualistic murder of a wealthy venture 
capitalist's daughter, leading them into a 
dark underworld of cults, blackmail, and AI 
conspiracies Read by Paul Ranelli. 12 
broadcasts; begins Thursday, October 22. – 
L, S 
__________________________________________________________  

Off the Shelf 
Monday – Friday 8 p.m. 

___________________________________________________________  

 

The Emergency – Fiction by George 

Packer, 2025. A doctor tries to preserve his 
family in this gripping fable of imperial 
collapse that illuminates the crises of our 
times. Read by Stuart Holland. 14 
broadcasts; began Tuesday, September 22. 
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The Award – Fiction by Matthew Pearl, 

2025 An irreverent and propulsive novel 
about a young writer trying to make his way 
through a cutthroat literary scene that turns 
deadly. Read by Tom Speich. 8 broadcasts; 
begins Monday, October 12. – L 
 

God and Sex – Fiction by Jon Raymond, 

2025. A New Age writer’s life is irrevocably 
changed when a devastating climate 
disaster forces him to confront his belief in 
the existence of God. Read by Jack 
Rossmann. 9 broadcasts; begins Thursday, 
October 22. – L, S 
__________________________________________________________  

         Potpourri 
Monday – Friday 9 p.m. 

 

This Dog Will Change Your Life – 
Nonfiction by Elias Weiss Friedman, 2025. 
How dogs make our lives better by making 
us better people. Read by Kendra Hoffman. 
10 broadcasts; began Tuesday, September 
29. 
 

Nobody Sits Like the French – 
Nonfiction by Charles Pappas, 2025. A 
Paris travel guide and history book about 
how the World Expos of 1855 - 1937 shaped 
the city, from its architecture to its customs. 
Read by Dan Sadoff. 5 broadcasts; begins 
Tuesday, October 13. 
 

Greater Minnesota – Nonfiction by 

Patrick Hicks, 2025. A witty, wise, and 
affectionate journey to every corner of the 
North Star State. Read by Stevie Ray. 10 
broadcasts; begins Tuesday, October 20. 
___________________________________________________________ 

Good Night Owl 
Monday – Friday 10 p.m.  

____________________________________________________________ 

 

UnWorld – Fiction by Jayson Greene, 

2025. The boundaries between human and 
AI blur in a near-future world. Read by  
 
 

 

Michelle Juntunen. 7 broadcasts; began 
Monday, September 28. – L 
 

The School of Night – Fiction by Karl 

Ove Knausgaard, 2025. A modern, 
Faustian cautionary tale about a narcissistic 
Norwegian photography student in 1980s 
London who makes a dark, compromised 
bargain for artistic fame, only for his empty, 
self-serving life to spectacularly unravel 
decades later. Read by Paul Ranelli. 19 
broadcasts; begins Wednesday, October 7. 
– L, S, G 
____________________________________________________________ 

RTB After Hours 
Monday – Friday 11 p.m. 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

It’s Different This Time – Fiction by 

Joss Richard, 2025. A twist of fate forces 
two former roommates back into their 
beloved New York City brownstone where 
they must confront the events that led to 
their estrangement. Read by Carol 
McPherson. 14 broadcasts; began 
Thursday, September 17. – L, S 
 

Mercy Fletcher Meets Her Match 
– Fiction by Aydra Richards, 2025. An 

impoverished baron and his "impossible" 
neighbor must survive a forced London 
social Season together without killing each 
other, only to find that their mutual dislike is 
dangerously close to becoming a 
passionate match. Read by Sarah 
Blossom. 14 broadcasts; begins 
Wednesday, October 7. – L, S 
 

Bold Moves – Fiction by Emma Barry, 

2025. A smart and sexy second-chance 
romance, where exes reunite to adapt a 
memoir, only to discover that after a 
decade apart, they might finally be ready 
for more. Read by Cintra Godfrey. 12 
broadcasts; begins Tuesday, October 27. – 
L, S 
 


